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Grizzly Tackle Martin Gets Better and Better 
by 
Eric Wiltse 
UM Information Services 
If you saw the annual 1977 Montana-Montana State football game, you couldn't 
miss number 74 in the copper, silver and gold Grizzly jersey. Sam Martin, UM 
defensive tackle, wears that number and was all over the field that afternoon. He 
made seven unassisted tackles, assisted on several others and batted down one of the 
only four passes Montana State attempted. 
Sam has come on strong this season and performed especially well in the Idaho 
and Idaho State games a few weeks ago. UM defensive line coach Gary Ekegren says 
of the 6'4", 240-pound sophomore, "Sam is gaining the experience he needs to go 
along with his physical skills. His pursuit is excellent. He is very quick on his 
feet, stays low on the line, and has improved his pass rush." 
Sam describes himself as a fairly conservative player who goes for the sure 
play and gets the job done. Although he is disappointed with the results of the 
season, Martin feels the playing experience has been valuable. He is calmer during 
games and has gained confidence in his playing ability. 
Football prowess runs in Sam's family. His brother, Bob Martin, played defensive 
end for the Calgary Stampeders of the CFL. 
Sam graduated from Shelton High School, near Seattle. He garnered 1st team 
all-state honors as a linebacker there and was coached by Jack Stark. 
Martin is an accounting major at UM and would eventually like to enter law school. 
He enjoys such outdoor activities as rock climbing, waterskiing and fishing. 
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Coach Ekegren says, "Sam is a good student which makes him an easy person to 
coach. He improves with every game and has a great future in Grizzly football." 
With two years of college ball under his belt and two more years ahead, Sam 
promises to provide leadership and excellent ability to the Griz:ly football program. 
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